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REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2024 @ 5:30 PM
MGC COMMISSION CHAMBERS
201 WEST WATER STREET, PIQUA, OHIO   45356
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The City of Piqua Park Board met at 5:30 P.M. in the Municipal Government Complex Commission Chambers located at 201 W. Water Street. 

Roll Call as follows:  Board Members Present:  Pat Kleman, Cindy Pearson, Natalie Young, Cathy Oda, Juli Smith, and Terry Wright.  Staff Present:  Melissa Kinney and Bob Graeser.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Natalie Young called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.

QUARTERLY REPORTS
Terry Wright made a motion for approval that Quarterly Reports be provided to City Commission; motion was seconded by Natalie Young.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Terry Wright made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from the April 24, 2024, Park Board Meeting; motion was seconded by Natalie Young.  Motion carried unanimously; Meeting Minutes approved.

POLLINATOR PRESENTATION
Public Relations Specialist Linda Raterman of the Miami Soil & Water Conservation District, along with a local representative of Pheasants Forever, Terry Lavy, presented information about pollinator areas.  Terry Lavy explained that prairie plants with root depth will help with flooding issues, filter storm water runoff before it enters local waterways, and enrich soil over time.  He went over the 6-month process, including selection of a site, killing any long grasses, then spraying in the fall and again the following spring.  Terry Lavy said that the area would then be ready to plant in the spring; mowing high at 10-12 inches would be necessary the first year to cut down weeds.  He stressed the importance of someone monitoring the pollinator area on a regular basis.

Cindy commented that this would certainly help the Parks staff, as mowing would be reduced.  Terry Lavy agreed that it would reduce city costs over a period of time and would require less maintenance.  He advised that bigger patches are easier to maintain, as turf grass will encroach on small patches.  

Natalie inquired about considerations for site selection.  Terry Lavy reiterated that the site selection is a big deal and discussed some factors to consider, such as full sun or shade, wet or dry, and what invasive species are nearby.

Linda said that she can design a symphony of colors for an aesthetic appeal to citizens.  She said that pollinator areas can encourage awareness, create interest, and instill pride in a community.  She added that there are also a variety of educational opportunities with pollinator areas.

Terry Wright asked if deer were a problem, to which Terry Lavy said that deer eat a little bit and may lay in a pollinator area, but that typically they do not destroy it.

Citizen Kim Maniaci asked if these areas would be treated with chemicals.  Terry Lavy responded that herbicide would be used to kill grass and weeds as needed.

Cindy suggested that the playground area at Fountain Park north of the ballfield might be a good site, and Terry Wright agreed.  Cathy noted that there is a frisbee group that plays every Monday evening in the summer months at this location.

Terry Lavy also advised that some type of edge, separation, or barrier will be needed so that those mowing know where to stop mowing.  Bob commented that it needs to be something easy to maintain.

Natalie believes that Heritage Green Park is under-utilized, and a pollinator area could be created there in a corner of the park.  Bob said that the city needs to make a pollinator area an acre or larger to be effective.

Pat added that a Code Compliance component would be necessary as well when adding a new pollinator area to Piqua, as not all citizens will understand the concept of wildflowers versus weeds.  Bob agreed that education for the public would be important.  Terry Lavy said many cities put signs up for the first year to let people know.

Linda then talked about the benefits of rain gardens.  She explained how they are designed to capture and filter storm water runoff from impervious surfaces.  She said rain gardens are usually kidney shaped and have a maximum size of 800 square feet.  They can be used in wet areas as a sponge to collect water.  Bob commented that the city uses rain gardens downtown already on Downing Street and High Street.

Linda offered to provide education on natural resource topics as well, as she sees 3,500 children per year at local schools.

Terry Wright said that he would like to proceed with a pollinator project in Piqua and will take it to the Commission Meeting when presenting the upcoming quarterly report.

Bob suggested that everyone do research to find the best area for pollinator space before fall time.  He suggested a strip of land at Goodrich Giles Park about 1 acre in size that would allow this new concept to be introduced to citizens in an area consisting of grass, the pollinator area, and the river.

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
Natalie suggested tabling the Implementation Plan for now.

MINI MASTER PLANS
Natalie then asked each board member to provide their observations and recommendations for Das Park.  Cathy said there were not any problems at this park, and she noted the two beautiful flower gardens handled by Four Seasons Garden Club, ramp access, good placement of three benches, lots of young trees, older trees in the back of the park for shade, a water and dog fountain, a covered picnic table, and a bike rack.  Terry reported that there is always someone in the shelter house.  Natalie added that Das is full and has good lighting at nighttime.  

Terry and Cindy both suggested the addition of more trees for shade at Das Park.

Natalie then asked each board member to provide their observations and recommendations for French Park.  Cathy said there are many trees there due to the Memorial Program and that it has a nice open space for kids to play.  Suggestions by Terry, Cindy, Cathy, and Natalie included the addition of a bench by the restroom area, more trees for shade, and the addition of another picnic table.

Natalie asked that everyone think of ideas for the Annual Report that will be provided to the Commission next January.  Cindy reiterated that the board present a list of the “Top 3” priorities in each park as recommendations to the Commission.  

Natalie asked that the board gather information about Hollow Park, Heritage Green Park, and R.M. Davis Park for the next meeting in August.

PARKS WEBSITE PAGE
Board members are still working on compiling information for updates to the city website Parks page.  Shawnee Park, Mote Park, Pitsenbarger Park, Das Park, and Kiwanis Park are completed for this project.

Natalie and Cindy reiterated the importance of programming activities in our parks and community.

Terry asked about the Memorial Bench Program, as he knows that the Kiwanis of Piqua would like to purchase one.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Kim Maniaci suggested that Amy Welker meet with Executive Director Scott Meyers of Miami County Park District to figure out how to stop vandalism in the parks.  She also reported that maintenance is needed at Heritage Green Park, as there are areas of chipped paint and weeds growing out of bricks.

STAFF REPORT
Bob Graeser reported that there is more diversity in the Downtown area, as new trees are being planted to replace the invasive species that were there previously.  In future years, curbs and sidewalks will be replaced as well Downtown.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Juli inquired about which parks board members should check out before the next meeting.  It was determined that Fountain Park and Pitsenbarger Park should be observed, listing 3 suggestions or priorities in each park.

Natalie announced that the board will need to approve the Annual Report presented to the Commission in January 2025 at the November meeting.  She requested that the first meeting of 2025 be the second week of January prior to the City Commission Meeting on the third Tuesday of January.  Natalie also said that she has helped the Green Leaf Garden Club recently, and they need volunteers.

Terry asked for an update on the Power Project at the Mote Park Community Center.  Melissa advised that there is currently no update other than what Executive Director of Piqua Compassion Network Rebecca Sousek provided at a recent City Commission Meeting.  Bob added that the project is still moving forward, and there are new ideas in progress.

Cathy reported that there were 17 people in attendance at the last meeting regarding Hance Pavilion.  She said that the group is trying hard to save Hance Pavilion.  A list was recently provided to the City Manager of potential events that could take place at the pavilion.

ADJOURNMENT
Cindy moved for adjournment of the meeting; the motion was seconded by Natalie. The motion carried unanimously.  The Park Board Meeting adjourned at 7:24 P.M.
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